Introduction

48
The Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama (ca. 1460 Gama (ca. -1524 was the first European to reach 49 India by sea in 1498 by sailing around the Cape of Good Hope and across the Indian Ocean. Ruditapes philippinarum (Adams and Reeve, 1850).
61
C. gigas was originally described in Asia whereas the Portuguese oyster C. angulata 62 (Lamarck, 1819) was first described in the NE Atlantic. Several comparative studies based on 63 larval shell morphology (Ranson 1960) and allozyme markers (Mathers et al. 1974; Buroker 64 et al. 1979) suggested that the two taxa were the same species. Studies using other types of 65 genetic markers also reached a similar conclusion (López-Flores et al. 2004; Cross et al. 66 2006). Several studies have reported the production of F1 hybrids between C. angulata and 67 C. gigas under experimental conditions (Imai and Sakai 1961; Menzel 1974; Huvet et al. 68 2002; Batista et al. 2007) . Hybrids between C. angulata and C. gigas have also been reported 69 in the wild (Huvet et al. 2004 ) and first generation hybrids were shown to be fully viable and 70 fertile under experimental conditions (Huvet et al. 2002) which would then make the NE Atlantic C. angulata resources unique.
242
The lack of genetic differentiation of C. angulata from the Sado, Mira and Tahaddart is in 243 agreement with the hypothesis that C. angulata was mainly introduced to a single location in
244
Europe (probably the Tagus River, which was one of the main ports for anchoring ships from haplotypes.
